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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">reluctance to serve outside a particular area, so that<BR>locally recruited units often melted away when taken<BR>far from their homes.    The Royalist armies naturally<BR>contained more professional soldiers without local<BR>ties, and were to this extent less hampered than the<BR>Rebels  in  distant  expeditions.'     In  other  words,<BR>Hampden and his Buckinghamshire regiment were<BR>active always in the midlands of the Thames valley,<BR>and Reading was within the natural scope of this<BR>activity.    It would have been perfectly natural for<BR>them to be there in December, 1643 ;   a straight- <BR>forward and circumstantial account says that they<BR>were ; and until evidence is forthcoming to show that<BR>they were not, it seems unneccessary to stigmatise<BR>H. G*, whoever he may have been, as a liar.</FONT><BR>\
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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">In view of the uncertainty attaching to this episode<BR>in Hampden's brief military career, the situation in<BR>Reading at the time may be more particularly noted.<BR>As early as September 2nd, 164.2, it was ordered by the<BR>Mayor and Aldermen of the town, in <I><SUP>c</SUP> </I>consideration<BR>of the great danger ... by reason of the Cavaliers<BR>abroad ' that scouts should be sent out daily into the<BR>surrounding country.    On October 5th a further<BR>resolution was passed * that watches and ward both<BR>day and night<SUP>3</SUP> should be continued.   On the loth,<BR>eighteen householders were specified for this duty by<BR>night, and twelve by day.   The town was still openly<BR>Puritan in sympathy.   On November yth, a letter to<BR>the news-sheet, <I>Truths from Several Parts of the Kingdom^<BR></I>stated that Colonel Martin [Henry Marten, the parlia- <BR>mentary Governor] had left the town to the Royalists<BR>on Rupert's  advance.    Coates's  <I>History of Reading<BR></I>assigns this departure to November ist.    On the gth</FONT><BR>\
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